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It’s All About Leadership 
 
“Look! The cry of the people of Israel has reached me, and I have seen how harshly the Egyptians 
abuse them. 10 Now go, for I am sending you to Pharaoh. You must lead my people Israel out of 
Egypt”, Exodus 3:9-10 (NLT) 
 
Dear friends – 
 
God is calling us to be leaders of His people for this time and these circumstances. My conviction is that 
when it comes to church renewal and revitalization, it’s all about leadership! It takes great, faithful, 
undeterred leaders to be able to have a great church! 
 
Our God is a God that knows perfectly how to reveal God’s self to us, how to communicate His purpose to 
us, how to deal with our weaknesses, anxiety, ineptitude, unwillingness to do effective Kingdom work and 
sometimes He chooses to appear to us: “The angel of the LORD appeared to Moses in a blazing fire 
from the middle of a bush”, 3:2. 
 
The God of Israel and our God is one that comes down to meet us where we are in our daily busyness: 
“Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro”, 3:1. And He comes down and visits us not 
just for contemplation purposes, but to shake us, to get our attention, to move us to action, to help us 
have a crystal clear understanding of His purpose and will for us. 
 
God is a God who knows how to get our attention: “The bush was engulfed in flames, it didn’t burn 
up”, 3:2. This God can be so personal, so persistent and stubborn about our call that He would do 
whatever it takes to take us out of our comfort zone and self-serving demeanors. 
 
The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is a God who calls us by name: “God called to him from the 
middle of the bush, “Moses! Moses!”, 3:4. God’s call is specific, it is personal. God is not calling 
“someone”. God is calling you, me, us and God does that by name. The infinite God calls finite individuals 
to do God’s work in the world. Isn’t that amazing! 
 
The God and Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ is a God that reveals Himself as a God present in history: “I 
am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”, 3:6. I’m so 
happy I serve a God that is not impersonal, distant, and apathetic. How different is this GOD from the gods 
of the Greeks and Romans, having a life of their own up there in Mount Olympus with total disconnection 



and absolute disregard for the human brokenness. Our God is a divine being who has chosen to be 
present and active in our humane being and history. This God is a God who is sensitive to our human 
needs: “I have certainly seen the oppression of my people in Egypt… I have come down to rescue 
them”, 3:7-8. 
 
God is a God that calls and commissions us to specific tasks: “You must lead my people Israel out of 
Egypt”, 3:10. On many occasions during my ministry I have heard people telling me they feel like they are 
called to do “something” but they do not know precisely “what”. Invariably my suspicion is that either 
they are not hearing or don’t want to hear what God is calling them to do, because when God calls us He 
knows how to be very specific regarding the content, the scope and the place of our calling. My favorite 
text regarding this is Acts 9:10-12, “There was a believer in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord 
spoke to him in a vision, calling, “Ananias!” (again, calling people by name). “Yes, Lord!” he replied. 
The Lord said, “Go over to Straight Street, to the house of Judas (specific place). When you get there, 
ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul (specific person). He is praying to me right now (specific 
circumstance). I have shown him a vision of a man named Ananias coming in and laying hands on 
him so he can see again (specific mission)”. The only thing God hid from Ananias was Saul’s social 
security number! 
 
If we have a God that can be so specific in calling us, why do we have so much difficulty in giving Him 
specific answers? Moses answered God’s call with a bunch of excuses: 
 
The first excuse was the fear of being unworthy: “Who am I to lead your people?”. Well, Moses, we are 
nothing but we are being called by the One who is everything. We are the nobodies who have been called 
by the Great Somebody! It’s not about us, it’s about HIM! God’s response was: “I will be with you”. That’s 
all we need to hear! 
 
The second excuse was about God’s power: “What should I answer when they ask me who sent me?”. 
In other words, Moses was questioning the authority and power of the One who is calling him.  God’s 
response to Moses was: “Yahweh, the God of your ancestors—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob”. He is the God who appeared to, guided, prepared the way for people before you. 
He will do the same for you! 
 
Moses’ third excuse was about the fear of unpopularity:  “What if they won’t believe me or listen to 
me?”. Well, the bad news is that God’s word can be very unsettling, thus unpopular, rejected, questioned 
and the “messenger” could be attacked, rejected, battled and killed (like Jesus was!). The good news is 
that the One who called us will never leave us nor forsake us! God’s response to Moses’ excuse was: 
“Perform this sign, and then they will believe”, “I will give you the authority and power for them to be 
convinced. It will be up to them if they reject or accept it!” 
 
The fourth excuse Moses presented before God’s calling was the excuse of lack of ability: “I’m not very 
good with words”. I can relate to this. Being a person whose first language is Spanish, I questioned when 
God called me to be a District Superintendent. I said: “I don’t know the language very well. Se habla 
espanol”. Very often we invoke our lack of skills, ability, tools, and relationships. My experience is the 
Lord knows how to take care of all of that. God’s response to Moses (and to me) was: “Go! I will be with 
you as you speak, and I will instruct you in what to say”. So my prayer everyday is: “Lord, give me the 
right words for the issues I will have to face today in my leadership journey”. 
 
Moses’ fifth excuse was God was wrong, God was making a big mistake by calling him: “Lord, please! 
Send anyone else”. God’s response was: “Talk to Aaron, and put the words in his mouth. I will be 
with both of you as you speak, and I will instruct you both in what to do”. The Lord of Hosts will 



surround us with a cloud of other disciples called also by Him to do a similar work. God will help us build 
team relationships together with others with whom we will be able to accomplish God’s mission! 
 
Finally we see Moses, out of excuses, making the right decisions: “Moses took his wife and sons, put 
them on a donkey, and headed back to the land of Egypt. In his hand he carried the staff of God”, 
Exodus 4:16.  
 
My friends, we are in the middle of difficult, challenging times in the life of the Christian Church in 
America. But my personal conviction is that the turnaround will happen if we are able to count on, 
deploy, encourage and uphold the right leadership for the right place, position and circumstance. It takes 
the right pastoral leadership being able to form the right leadership team in order to see transformation 
happening. It takes the right leadership in church committees, district committees, conference boards 
and general church agencies. It just takes to have the right Episcopal leadership, the right 
superintendency leadership, the right local church leadership, pastoral and lay, to be able to see churches 
experiencing life and health and vibrant ministries which impact our broken communities and world. 
 
It is my commitment for my second year as your District Superintendent to work with all of you on 
leadership issues to see some things being turned around in the life of our churches, in the life of this 
District and also in the life of the Florida Conference. I believe the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the 
God of Moses, Esther and David, the God who revealed Himself to us in Christ is calling us for such a time 
like this! 
 

Yours truly, 
 

Rini 
Rev. Dr. Rinaldo (Rini) Hernandez 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
 

BISHOP CARTER’S INSTALLATION SET FOR SEPTEMBER 15 

 
LAKELAND – United Methodists in Florida will get their first chance to hear newly appointed Bishop 
Ken Carter preach during the upcoming episcopal installation service Sept. 15 at First UMC, 
Lakeland. 
 
Carter is expected to preach and celebrate communion as part of the worship service, which will 
begin at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow. The church is located at 72 Lake Morton Drive. Everyone is 
invited. 
 
Carter was elected on the third ballot during the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference in July. On 
July 19, he was appointed to a four-year term as resident bishop in Florida, and he was consecrated 
the following day, along with four other new bishops from the Southeastern Jurisdiction. 
 
He had been serving as a district superintendent in the Western North Carolina Conference (WNCC) 
after a long career of serving as pastor at large and small churches. 
 
Bishop Larry Goodpaster, who was reappointed July 19 to another four-year term in WNCC, praised 
Carter’s assignment to lead the Florida Conference. “Bishop Carter brings a wealth of experience and 



a depth of knowledge to the office,” Goodpaster said. “His commitment to the mission of Christ in the 
world will be visible as he leads the Florida Conference.” 
 
Reservations by Sept. 7 are appreciated but not required. RSVPs should be emailed to Winnie Dean 
at the Florida Conference, wdean@flumc.org. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
 

 
 

Charge Conference forms and information are 

now available at www.flumc.org. 
 

Please contact Sandy at the District Office with any questions. 
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 

From the Desk of Gene Louise Fisher (South West District Director of Lay Servant Ministries): 
 
As I was looking at my scripture reading, the scripture brought my attention to 1 Peter: 9. But you are a 
chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation.  God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises 
of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  Once you were not a people, but now you are 
the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  If God can do this for 
all of us the least we can do is study and become disciples for Him.  We are conducting classes throughout our 
district as Lay Servants.  We have classes on September 28 and September 29 at First Sarasota.  We need your 
reservation by September 17. We are offering the Basic Lay Servant’s Class, and Let the Whole Church Say 
Amen (advanced course). You must have taken the basic course before you take an advanced course.  You 
Must attend Friday evening and Saturday.  Please send check for $35.00 to Gene Louise Fisher, 7872 Barrancas 
Ave., Bokeelia, Fl. 33922 by September 17.  This is a great way to get better acquainted with the United 
Methodist Church and WITH GOD.  Coming in November there will be classes in the Fort Myers area. 
 
Now is the time for all Lay Servant’s to fill out their reports for Charge Conference.  Make sure you fill out 
these reports and get them into your church.  This is the only way we have of contacting you.  Please list your 
email address.  This year the forms are going to be a little different.  They are requiring you to attach a copy of 
your certificate from the last class you attended.  Your church should be able to make a copy of your 
certificate for you.  Thank you for your help! 
 
Contact Info:  Gene Louise Fisher, email: piumchurch@comcast.net or phone: 239-283-2386 

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

mailto:wdean@flumc.org
http://www.flumc.org/
mailto:piumchurch@comcast.net


The South West District staff is hitting the road for Church Administrative 

Staff Appreciation and Training! 
 

REGISTER NOW 
 
This year we are once again inviting appointed clergy to join us!  Our DS (Rev. Dr. Rinaldo Hernandez) will 

open our session with a devotion and prayer.  Some of the topics on the agenda for the Administrative 

Staff are Charge Conference & Missional Vital Signs (I think there is a rule that we must always include 

Charge Conference & MVS at every meeting ), brief review of Conference website, review of the 

Church Administration Page on the Conference website, review of Church Administration Leaders and 

Church Contact section and more. 

 

We will be at the following 3 locations from 9:30am until approximately 3:00pm (a lunch will be 

provided): 

 Sept. 20, 2012 Estero UMC – CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR THIS LOCATION 

 Sept. 25, 2012 First UMC-Sebring – CLICK HERE REGISTER FOR THIS LOCATION 

 Sept. 27, 2012 Christ UMC-Venice – CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR THIS LOCATION 

 

The training is free but we need you to register so we know how much lunch to order!  You can select the 

links above or go to the Conference website (www.flumc.org) and select “Districts” on the left side of 

the home page.  Scroll down to select South West.  On the right side of the South West page you can 

then select the event you would like to attend. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
Building the Beloved Community 

Required Inclusivity Training for all Full Time Clergy 

 
A letter of invitation was mailed from the Bishop's office regarding the mandated inclusivity training that all full-
time clergy will need to attend in 2012. You will be able to use CE or RA funds for the cost and it will count for 
your continuing education requirements for 2012.  Also, conference CE funds may also be available depending 
on whether or not you have used those funds recently. 
 
Here are the dates and regions: 
September 27-29:    Christ UMC-Pompano Beach Campus, Pompano Beach – (Bi-lingual) 
October 8-10:           El Caribe Resort & Convention Center, 2125 S. Atlantic Ave., Daytona Beach - FULL 
October 15-17:         First UMC of Brandon, 120 North Knights Avenue, Brandon - FULL 
  

Every full-time clergy must attend one of these events, so please put one of these session dates on 
your calendar now and protect it. 

 

CLERGY  -  MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!!! 
 

CLERGY TEAM MEETING & CLERGY SPOUSE GATHERING - SEPT. 18, 2012 
Guest Speaker: David McEntire 

Location: Cleveland UMC, 28038 Cleveland Ave., Punta Gorda, FL 33982 
CLICK HERE to register 

Thank you to the following who have RSVP’d:  Jorge Acevedo, David Ames, John Bennett, 

http://www.flumc2.org/events/detail/3971
http://www.flumc2.org/events/detail/3969
http://www.flumc2.org/events/detail/3970
http://www.flumc.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001OYIdb8OWE2w8BEhzTDFsenUAuA6yx5UYQIaYg2bycg_f3bzpOtvD04o4mhahCaPIg2ziwAMUScGu5n7wwzQjbaTFa62buEWChzZ_fCKXRLI0Vi2RO283FmnWabI1zYYxC1F3Iwyqlv4=
http://www.flumc2.org/events/detail/3955


Glenda Brayman, Cherie Chapman, Ralph Cotten, Jeanne Davis, Victoria Guthrie, Kim Joyner, 
Nako Kellum, Shari Lacey, Mike Loomis, Wes Olds, Brian Russell, Brian Smith, Marion Sortore, 

David Stauffer, Louis Telcy, Jay Therrell, Peggy Wilkins, Chet Zarzycki 

 

CLERGY TEAM MEETING & CLERGY SPOUSE GATHERING – NOV. 27, 2012 
Guest Speaker: Jim Harnish 

Location: Cleveland UMC, 28038 Cleveland Ave., Punta Gorda, FL 33982 
CLICK HERE to register 

Thank you to the following who have RSVP’d:  John Bennett, Cherie Chapman, Jeanne Davis, 
Victoria Guthrie, Kim Joyner, Mike Loomis, Brian Russell, Brian Smith, David Stauffer, Jay 

Therrell, Peggy Wilkins, Chet Zarzycki 

______________________________________ 

 
CLERGY TEAM MEETING & CLERGY SPOUSE GATHERING – FEB 26, 2013 

This meeting will be from 9:30am until 3:30pm 
Guest Speaker: Bishop Dick Wills 

Retreat Location: Boca Grande UMC 
(You will need $6 cash for toll bridge) 

CLICK HERE to register 
______________________________________ 

 

Clergy Team Meetings are mandatory for all full-time clergy. 

Part-time clergy are encouraged to attend. 
 

***************************************** 
 

CLERGY & SPOUSE CHRISTMAS AND APPRECIATION DINNER 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2012 

KINGSWAY COUNTRY CLUB (same wonderful place as last year!) 

GATHERING BEGINS AT 5:30PM WITH DINNER AT 6PM 

Online reservation (with entrée choices) begins in October. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
by Rev. CHRISTY HOLDEN 

 
A Word from the Wesley Foundation at FGCU 
 
We are excited to share that things are still moving fast on campus at FGCU.  Already we are seeing 
the United Methodist connection at work!  Since classes began a couple of weeks ago, we have 
followed up in personal conversations with around fifteen students who have expressed interest in 
being a part of launching Wesley.  Some of those students have agreed to be administrative leaders, 
others have offered their gifts in other ways – leading in discipleship, hospitality, technology, and 
service.   
 
We have also been hosting many conversations with laity and clergy in the community who are 
interested in partnering with our launch.  One of our own United Methodist laity, Cheryl Reardon from 

http://www.flumc2.org/events/detail/3982
http://www.flumc2.org/events/detail/3991


Cypress Lake UMC has agreed to be our faculty advisor.  From ecumenical clergy partnerships, to 
folks who run non-profit companies who invest in global mission, to laity committed to serving 
students by carrying boxes at Freshman Move–In, to parents and grandparents who have called us 
from all across the country, longing to pray for the work of Christ on campus – God is affirming this 
movement at every turn.  
 
Isaiah 43 says, “19 See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am 
making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. 20 The wild animals honor me, the 
jackals and the owls, because I provide water in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland, to give 
drink to my people, my chosen…” 
 
Here are three ways you can be a part of this new thing God is doing at FGCU: 
 

 Pray for the Holy Spirit to continue to open students’ minds and hearts to Christ and to lead us 
with the insights we need so we do not miss opportunities to share the Gospel.  Pray for the 
rough places to be made a plain…that our administrative and discipling tasks would flow 
smoothly and without hindrance, so that we can launch well and launch efficiently.   

 Help us by making connections.  Please share what Wesley is doing in your local church, and 
share our contact information.  We are very interested in meeting your congregations and 
making connections with those who have a passion for serving young adults across the district.  
You can join us on Facebook at: Florida Gulf Coast Wesley Foundation  

 Provide food.  As we have surveyed students about what will draw folks to a gathering the 
unanimous cry is “FREE FOOD!”  Wow! Not much different than local churches, eh?  If we 
feed them they will come!  We will need help from local churches to either bring food to 
campus, or financially provide for food for these gatherings.  Our first event will be held just a 
couple weeks from now, in one of the freshman dorms.  We are hoping to bake cookies just 
before the event so that the aroma will help with advertising!  For this event we will be 
looking for donations of milk and homemade cookie dough – or any other dessert items.  
 

For more information on Wesley, connecting us with students or church members, or how you can 
volunteer, please call Rev. Christy Holden at 727 215 6760 or email revholden@gmail.com  
Facebook User Group: Florida Gulf Coast Wesley Foundation 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
Disaster Recovery 

 

DISASTER - Are You Ready??? 

Two months ago Tropical Storm Debby wreaked havoc in Florida. Suwannee, Columbia and Pasco 
Counties are just beginning the long and difficult road to recovery. Most recently Isaac brushed our 
state bringing devastating floods to Palm Beach County.  
 
How quickly a weather event can catch us unprepared and cause considerable emotional, physical 
and financial chaos.   
  
The Florida Conference, fortunately, has many resources to help churches in this District. We just 
need to know the appropriate contact person at each church to relay preparedness information to. 
  
Please help us by: 
Identifying a contact person the district could communicate with about disaster preparedness issues 
and assistance. Please have your church office check the person listed who is listed online in your 



church leadership as the Disaster Coordinator this month. We are in the middle of hurricane season, 
and we'd like our churches and congregations to be as prepared as possible, and to know that help 
can be available if needed.  Call Sandy at the District Office (941-371-6511) with questions on 
reviewing your leadership list. 

1. Assembling cleaning/flood buckets (six buckets per church is the recommendation of the 
Florida Conference.) These are to be held in readiness by your church until you need them or 
a request goes out to send them to another church in need. First UMC-Live Oak is still 
recovering from "Debby", and over 400 buckets were sent in to them, along with 700 personal 
health kits. 

2. Looking at the conference web site: www.flumc.org/DisasterRecovery under "How Can I 
Help?", you'll find instructions for putting together cleaning buckets and personal health kits; 
pre-storm check-lists; information on how to put together a local church plan; training 
opportunities for your church; how you can volunteer; and more.    

We have a District Disaster Coordinator in the SW District you should contact in the event of a 
disaster, and he will relay needs and concerns to us at the District office and on to the Disaster 
Recovery Ministry of the Florida Conference. He will also share information with you as it becomes 
available, and can help you start working on a disaster preparedness and recovery plan for your 
church.  
  
If you need help preparing for disaster or if you just have questions and need more information, 
please contact: 
 
Ernie Ritta, SW District Disaster Coordinator 
DRC-SW@flumc.org 
(941) 661-9058 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 
September 8 - Spiritual Caregiving to Help the Addicted and Their Families 
 Speaker:  Rev. Cynthia W. Sloan, LCAS 
TIME: 9:00-4:30; LOCATION: Memorial Hall at Christ UMC, 1475 Center Rd, Venice FL 34292 
Learn about this and more — 
Recognizing Addiction— its definition, signs, symptoms 
Pastoral/Spiritual Care — interaction with addicted persons/families; talking with affected children; 
helping the family become involved in the recovery process. 
Understanding Prevention and Early Intervention— addressing issues and attitudes 
Role of Church & Community in Recovery— educating, shaping a caring congregation; utilizing 
community recovery resources. 
REGISTER NOW — $10  (includes light breakfast and lunch) 
At the Door — $12.00 
For tickets: call or email Allen Merringer at 678-525-2380 or allen.meringer@verizon.net OR the 
church office at 941-493-7504 
FREE CHILDCARE WHEN YOU PRE-REGISTER YOUR CHILD! 
 
September 9 - Trust Quartet, Singing Gaither style four part harmony are scheduled to perform in 
concert on Sunday, September 9, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. at Carlson Memorial UMC in LaBelle FL. 
The exciting Trust Quartet, a Florida based, Nashville recorded mixed group, will perform their 
enthusiastic approach to some of gospel’s finest songs. Trust not only has great harmony but also a 

http://www.flumc.org/DisasterRecovery
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unique ministering ability with song. You will not want to miss this opportunity to enjoy a great 
concert.  Contact the church at 863-675-0656 for more information. 
 
September 15 – St. James UMC in Sarasota will be a simulcast site for Living Proof Live with Beth 
Moore and Travis Cottrell.  Beth Moore's life-transforming Bible study challenges and inspires 
women of every age, everywhere. Joining Beth at this event  is acclaimed worship leader Travis 
Cottrell and the Praise Team.  Beth's focus will be on the Scripture that God lays on her heart for 
each individual Living Proof Live event - no two are the same.  As she explores the Bible and how it 
applies to real life, you'll be amazed by her own experiences as a believer, and you'll be inspired to 
magnify and strengthen your own relationship with God. 
Ladies - grab your mom, sisters, daughters and friends this is going to be a great day! 
Doors will open at 8:30a.m. - Event 9:30a.m. - 4:00p.m. 
Tickets are $25.00 and include lunch.  T shirts are available and must be ordered prior to the event. 
For registration or more information, visit www.saintjamesumc.org or contact Debbie White, Ministry 
Manager, Saint James UMC - 941-377-6180. 
 
September 21 – EntreLeadership Simulcast With Dave Ramsey (www.entreleadership.com) ,  
hosted at Grace United Methodist Church in Venice, Friday, September 21, 9:45 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. in 
the Family Enrichment Center. Cost is $39 per person.  Bring a leadership team.  For more 
information, please call Tony and Kristy Babington at 941-270-2310 or info@graceontheisland.com. 
 
October 11 – Methodists United In Prayer.  Enjoy the stories and reports from six local Sarasota 
teenagers just back from a Youth trip to Cuba.  Hear inspirational words from Pastor Jose Ramon 
Perez, District Superintendent of the Holguin Norte District, and an update on his major renovation 
program at the district church in Mayari and the needs in the district.  Time: 7 pm. Location: Christ 
UMC, 1475 Center Road, Venice, FL. 
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 

Upcoming Events - Fall/Winter 2012 
 
It’s A Girl Thing (October 26-27th, 2012) 
This is a weekend retreat designed for girls ages 5-12 and their moms, stepmoms, grand-moms, or 
other leading female. We will spend time bonding and learning more about each other, including 
music, crafts, s’mores, and bible study...did I mention mani-pedi time?!?!?! 
Cost: $120 for two participants. $35 per additional child 
Includes meals, lodging (you bring bedding), activities, guest speakers 
 
It’s A Guy Thing (November 30-December 1st, 2012) 

http://www.saintjamesumc.org/
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We couldn’t let the girls have all the fun! Boys ages 5-12 and their main man are invited to come out 
for a weekend of male-bonding, fishing, music,   grilling, bible study, and learning what it means to be 
a Christian man. 
Cost: $120 for two participants. $35 per additional child 
Includes meals, lodging (you bring bedding), activities, guest speakers 
 
New Years Eve Bash! (Dec. 30, 2012– Jan 1st, 2013) 
We developed this 2-night lock in especially for our youth in grades 6-12. Be prepared to party all 
night and sleep all day as we get ready to celebrate the new year! There will be amazing music from 
Life After Eden, delicious food, exciting games, and surprises that you’ll only find at this lock in!!! 
Cost: $100 per participant 
Includes meals, lodging (you bring bedding), activities, guest speakers 
 
If you would like to register for any of these events, please visit our website and Facebook page at:  

www.RiversideRetreatUMChurchCamp.com 
www.Facebook.com/RiversideRetreatLaBelle 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

      HELP WANTED & CLASSIFIEDS…. 
 

 Free Pews: Crossroads Mission in Sarasota has pews for anyone that needs pews.  Please call Pastor 
Bob @941-735-3457.  Please share this with any and everyone you think might use these. 
 

 Free Hymnals and Chairs:  We have 188 hymnals (1967) and 60 chairs we would like to give to another 
church if they need them.  The chairs may need to be recovered.  Contact: Bev at Venice-Nokomis UMC 
941-488-4137. 
 

 Church Administrator Wanted: Cape Coral First United Methodist Church is seeking a deeply 
committed Christian to serve as its Church Administrator. The position oversees the finances and 
operations of the church to ensure the church's purpose of making disciples and transforming our 
community and world is enabled. The successful candidate will be a self-starting individual, able to 
multi-task, who is adept at working in a team environment, and who is comfortable at working in the 
unique environment of a church-setting. Prior church experience is a plus, but not required. This 
position oversees several employees and reports to the senior pastor. The position is full-time with 
benefits.  Supervises: Financial Secretary, Facilities Manager, Assistant Facilities Manager, Office 
Volunteers. 
Requirements:  Bachelor’s Degree in an appropriate field, Willingness to work to meet ministry team 
and church goals, Complying with the Staff Covenant as a guide for relating to other staff members,  
Supporting fellow staff and lay volunteers, Embrace the vision, purpose, and mission of Cape Coral 
First, Knowledge of Microsoft Suite 
Resumes can be sent to Rev. Jay Therrell, Senior Pastor, Cape Coral First United Methodist Church, 
4118 Coronado Parkway, Cape Coral, FL 33904 jtherrell@capecoralfirst.org  
 

 Musicians Needed:  Calling musicians who want to share their gifts for Christ.   The Contemporary 
Worship service at First UMC-Fort Myers, The River of Life, is seeking a keyboard player and a 
drummer.  You do not need your own equipment, and you can even join in practice for a few weeks to 
see if this worship expression is a fit for you.   Interested persons are invited to call 239-332-1152 and 
leave a message with contact info for Pastor Chris. 
 

mailto:jtherrell@capecoralfirst.org


Don’t forget to check the Conference website (www.flumc.org) to find job postings, items for sale, donations, 
etc.  Just select “Classifieds” on the left side of the homepage. 
 

 

CALENDAR NOTES: 
Sep 3 – Conference & District Offices closed in observance of Labor Day 
Sep 6 – NCD Meeting, Location: Grace-Central Ft. Myers Campus (9:30am-2pm) 
Sep 15 – Installation Service for Bishop Carter, Location: First UMC in Lakeland (11am) 
Sep 18 – Clergy Team Meeting. Location: Cleveland-Punta Gorda (9:30am-Noon) 
Sep 20 – Church Administrative Staff Training, Location: Estero UMC (9:30am-3pm) 
Sep 25 – Church Administrative Staff Training, Location: First UMC-Sebring (9:30am-3pm) 
Sep 27 – Church Administrative Staff Training, Location: Christ UMC-Venice (9:3am-3pm) 
Nov 10 – DNA Coaching (Transformation TRAINING), Location: First-Immokalee (9am-11:30am) 
Nov 10 – DNA Coaching (Transformation TRAINING), Location: Pleasant Hill-Arcadia (1:30pm-4pm) 
Nov 12 – Conference & District Offices closed in observance of Veterans Day 
Nov 15 – DNA Coaching (Transformation COACHING), Location: First-Wauchula (9am-11:30am) 
Nov 15 – DNA Coaching (Transformation COACHING), Location: Charlotte Harbor Trinity (1:30pm-4pm) 
Nov 22-23 – Conference & District Offices closed in observance of the Thanksgiving Holiday 
Nov 27 – Clergy Team Meeting. Location: Cleveland-Punta Gorda (9:30am-Noon) 
Dec 2 – Clergy Christmas & Appreciation Dinner, Location: Kingsway Country Club, Lake Suzy 
Feb 26, 2013 – ALL DAY Clergy Team Meeting. Location: Boca Grande UMC (9:30am-3:30pm) 
 
This newsletter gives an overview of some of the activities of the South West District and the Conference.  
Please make a note of these events and encourage your lay ministers and church members to participate. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 
THE STEWARDSHIP SUMMIT – September 22, 2012 
"The Stewardship Summit", which this year features Dr. Lovett H. Weems as keynote speaker, is an annual 
event open to all lay and clergy across the Florida Annual Conference. “Funding Your Congregation’s Vision” is 
the theme for the one-day conference which will be held at First United Methodist Church of Orlando and 
streamed live to satellite locations at Grace UMC in Cape Coral, Hollywood Hills UMC in Hollywood, Trinity 
UMC in Gainesville and the Candler School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta. Cost is $40 for 
individuals, $30 for groups of five or more and $20 for students. Fees cover all sessions, continental breakfast, 
lunch and materials. 
 
Dr. Weems is distinguished professor of church leadership and director of the Lewis Center for Church 
Leadership at Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D. C. He is the author of Focus: The Real 
Challenges That Face The United Methodist Church, Bearing Fruit: Ministry with Real Results (with Tom 
Berlin), and a revised edition of his classic Church Leadership: Vision, Team, Culture and Integrity, described 
by Professor Rosabeth Moss Kanter of Harvard Business School as “an invaluable guide to churches seeking 
revitalization. His books Leadership in The Wesleyan Spirit and John Wesley’s Message Today are used 
widely by United Methodist laity and clergy. He co-edits the online newsletter, Leading Ideas, available free 
here. 

 
THE CLERGY GUIDE TO PERSONAL AND CHURCH FINANCE SEMINAR 
“The Clergy Guide to Personal and Church Finance” is a one and a half day program that is open to all 
conference clergy and their spouses. It will focus on the financial challenges facing clergy as they manage their 
own budgets and provide financial leadership for their churches. The seminar provides an overview of financial 

http://www.flumc.org/
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planning, investments and clergy taxes, estate planning, church financial leadership and how to practice 
stewardship in a culture of consumption. 
 
Workshop presenters will include Mark Conner, CFP®, CEBS, Benefits Educator with the General Board of 
Pensions and Health Benefits (GBPHB) and Foundation staff members: Andy Craske, Rev. Bonnie Ogie-
Kristianson, Rev. John Peterson, CFP®, Rev. Wee-Li Tan, ChFC® and Tom Wilkinson. 
 
The seminar will be headquartered at the Courtyard by Marriot, 1601 N. Congress Avenue, Boynton Beach. 
The seminar will convene at 1 p.m. Oct. 15 and end at 4:30 p.m. on Oct. 16. Cost for the seminar is $195 for 
couples and $125 for individuals, and includes lodging, three meals and all materials. Deadline for registration 
is Sept. 24. 
 
Online registration for both continuing education programs is available at the Foundation website, by clicking 
here. For more information, contact the Foundation toll free at (866) 363-9673. 

 
EXPLORING A CALL TO MINISTRY 
The Florida Conference, along with several other Annual Conferences in our jurisdiction, is co-sponsoring a 
discernment event for those who are exploring a call to ministry.  It will be the first weekend in January, 2013.   
  
This is an all-ages event, not just for potential young clergy.  We highly recommend this event to any of your 
potential candidates who are exploring a possible call to ordained ministry.   This will not take the place of the 
required Candidacy Retreat, but would be excellent for those who are just first exploring their call.  It would 
also be helpful for many who have already attended the Candidacy Retreat but may still need to clarify the 
details of their call.   
  
Click here for more information, or feel free to contact Rev. Emily Oliver for more details. 
 http://www.ngumc.org/events/detail/6132  
or you can also "like" the Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/SummonsToMinistry 
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